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workers, peasants., and " black-coated"
workers^ very different from that proletarian
heroism which these moralists of ours think
they are entitled to find when making a trip
to the Soviet Union, they are not entirely
wrong. The apostles of inequality, for their
part, fear that the standardisation of opinions
will have a kind of flattening effect, and that in
the end the materialisation of Socialism in the
Union will produce nothing more than a
gigantic State of petit-bourgeois people of
unrelieved mediocrity, and this misgiving Is not
quite without foundation either; for If a com-
munity has reached a definite economic phase,
and, what is more, has risen up from extreme
indigence to the beginnings of prosperity, then
it inevitably develops certain petit-bourgeois
characteristics; and the raising of the mental
standard, operating In the same way as the
material prosperity, produced in its first stages
a certain monotonous uniformity of opinion
and taste. I have already pointed out that the
elements of all knowledge must of necessity be
expressed in the same forms and formulas, so
that at the beginning of education " con-
formism " is unavoidable. But it is certain that.